
ENG 2040 
Reflection Essay Assignment 
Length: 500-750 words (1 single-spaced to 1 ½ single-spaced typed in Times New Roman 12pt 
font with 1” margins) 
Due: Friday, April 22nd in hard copy at the start of class (please staple if you have more than one 
page) 
Procedure: please type the following in the upper left hand corner (not in the header) of your 
essay) 

Your First and Last Name 
ENG 2040 Spring 2016 
Reflection Essay 

 
Directions: Your reflection essay is an opportunity for your describe your final project and the 
research you conducted to complete it, and explain how your project understands and engages 
with key terms and concepts in the course as well as with its assigned readings. The purpose of 
your reflection essay is to show me that you have comprehended central course concepts and that 
you have completed the assigned work. The audience for your reflection essay is me, and I will 
use it to help determine your project grade.  
 
Your reflection essay should feature 4 paragraphs. 
 
Paragraph #1 should be a description of your project, and you can draw from the writing you 
completed for your poster. The paragraph in your reflection essay should be a little longer and 
more developed than the one on your poster. Sentences that begin with “For example,” and “In 
other words,” and “Specifically,” will help you provide me with more information than your 
poster will provide for the unfamiliar reader. Aim for this paragraph to be 150-200 words. 
 
Paragraph #2 should describe the research you completed for your project, and you can draw 
from the writing you completed for your poster. Like the description paragraph, this paragraph 
should also be a little bit longer and more developed. You might consider mentioning more than 
two sources you consulted, or you might consider explaining how the research you absorbed 
through lectures or the insights you realized from class discussions influenced your project. This 
paragraph should also aim to be 150-200 words. 
 
Paragraph #3 should describe the insights your project has given you into the assigned texts; you 
should be able to discuss at least two works assigned in the course, even if your project only 
engages with one text (honestly, three or four works would be even better, as would a description 
of how the course has shaped the way you view eighteenth- and nineteenth-century literature or 
literature as a whole). A model for this paragraph is this: 
 
As a result of completing my project, I have learned/realized/discovered/understood/explored/ 
etc. [what] about [author’s first name, last name] [Book Title or “Poem Title.”] [follow with one 
more sentence that explains your point in a little more detail.] Similarly, I have learned/realized/ 
discovered/understood/explored/etc. [what] about [author’s first name, last name] [Book Title or 
“Poem Title.”] [follow with one more sentence that explains your point in a little more detail.] 
Consequently, as a result of completing my project and the course, I now [finish this sentence by 



describing the insights your project has given you into the relationships between literature and 
climate change.] 
 
This paragraph should also aim to be 150-200 words. 
 
Paragraph #4 should draw from your conclusion box on your poster, but before you import those 
final two sentences, you should write several sentences that explain the challenges you faced in 
completing your project and how you overcame them. Some sentence models for these sentences 
might look like: 
 
I encountered a few challenges in completing my project. On the one hand, [finish this sentence 
by describing a challenge you encountered]. On the other hand, [finish this sentence by 
describing a challenge you encountered]. In order to overcome these challenges, I [finish this 
sentence by explaining what you did to overcome your challenges]. Then include the two 
sentences from your conclusion box. 


